Cooperative Lesson Plan Assignment
Author:  Dawne Nelson
Date Created: March 21, 2013
Subject(s): English III-On Level
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Arthur Miller’s The Crucible
Grade Level:  11th
Materials: copies of biographies of key players (the accused and the accusers), copies of transcripts of the Salem Witch trials, copies of a summary of the historical events in Salem, copies of a timeline,  question sheet, paper, pen, computers, and OED online
Summary (and Rationale):  Understanding that many works of literature are based on historical facts; that history and literature go hand-in hand. To understand the reasoning behind a novel as well as the subtext, we must sometimes understand the history behind it.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge):  2 min. - using a time line and the OED online.
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	When given a work of literature with historical context, a student will be able to:

· Examine the historical context of a consciously historical work of literature

· Compare facts with the fictional or dramatic treatments of the facts

· Ponder the differences between history and literature. 

· Recognize the close ties between a nation's history and culture and the literature it produces


	Students will work in groups of four using the provide material to answer a set of questions related to the topic. Afterwards there will be a class discussion with a participation grade and a group grade given based on the turned question sheet with 2 points given for each question with a well thought out answer and reasoning. Scores of 6 or less is failing.


State the objective: 2 min
Assessment: 2 min.
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  10 min.
Our inquiry into this matter will be guided by aesthetic and dramatic concerns as we attempt to interpret history and examine Miller's own interpretations of it. We will examine some of Miller's historical sources: biographies of key players (the accused and the accusers) and transcripts of the Salem Witch trials themselves. You will also read a summary of the historical events in Salem and study a timeline.  Then we will read The Crucible itself.

By closely reading historical documents and attempting to interpret them, we will be able to put ourselves in the place of playwrights; that is, we will be able to look at historical events and the people involved with them and ask, what makes these trials so compelling? How can history be dramatic, and how can drama bring history to life? A reading of The Crucible will reveal how Arthur Miller “outdid the historians at their own game," but also created an authentic American tragic hero.

As we examine historical materials with an eye to their dramatic potential, we can also explore the central questions of psychology and society that so fascinated Miller. What was it about the time period that made such hysteria, and ultimately tragedy, possible?

IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): 15 min-20 min
We will divide into groups of four, with each group having copies of the materials. Then after reviewing the documents, as a group discuss and answer the following questions sheet:

· Why were the leaders of Salem's clerical and civil community ready to condemn to death 19 people, who refused to acknowledge being witches, based on spectral evidence and the hysterical words of young girls? 

· Why would the church and government authorities continue to credit these wild and unsubstantiated stories as respectable people from all walks of life—landowners, women of independent means, neighbors, even clergy—were arrested and brought to trial?

· What is it about this particular tragic segment of American history that appeals to the creative imagination?

· After each group has reviewed the documents, discussed and answered the questions, we will discuss the answers as a class.

V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): 2 min.
As a class we will be revisiting this concept again for other early American works.

VI. Independent Practice: 2 min.
Students will use this technique repeatedly through the semester as we read many early American authors and poets. 

NC STANDARDS:

Reading Literature Standards 

RL.1, RL.2, RL.3, RL.4, RL.5, RL.7, RL.9, RL.10

Reading Informational Text 

RI.1, RI.4, RI.6, RI.10

Speaking and Listening Standards

SL. 1, SL.1a, SL.1c, SL.1d, SL.3

Language Standards

L.1a, L.1b, L.3, L.3a, L.4, L.4a, L4b, L.4c, L.4d, L.5
NC Technology Standards:

Sources of Information:

HS.SI.1
HS.SI.1.1
HS.SI.1.2
HS.SI.1.3

Technology as a Tool:


HS.TT.1.1
HS.TT.1.3
Plans for Individual Differences: 

Flexible grouping- Assigning students to mixed abilities groups based on comprehension, analyzing, and discussion skills.
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